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Eugene Cornelius became the Washington Metropolitan Area District Director in February, 2008. As district director,
Cornelius is responsible for the administration and implementation of the Agency’s various lending, contracting and technical
assistance programs in support of small business throughout metropolitan Washington DC area. As District Director, Mr.
Cornelius has oversight of SBA’s largest district office 8(a) portfolio, which exceeds 1,600 firms.

In April 2004, Eugene was appointed as SBA’s Louisiana District Director. Prior to April 2004, he served as the Associate
Administrator for 8(a) Business Development in Washington, D. C. responsible for overseeing the Agency’s multi-billion
dollar such as the 8(a) business development program; the small disadvantaged business certification program; the mentor-
protégé program and a host of other programs dedicated to ensuring that socially and economically disadvantaged
businesses gain access to America’s economic mainstream.

Eugene began his tenure with SBA in 1999 as the District Director for the Michigan District Office. After graduating from the
federal government’s Senior Executive Service training program in 2002, he was named as the Assistant Administrator for
Administration in Washington, D. C. with overall responsibility for the operation of the Office of Administration and served as
the Agency’s procurement and environmental executive. Duties include property management and nation-wide building
operations, safety and occupant emergency response planning, administrative information management, procurement and
grants management, and mail and printing services.

Before coming to SBA, Mr. Cornelius was Director of Business Services for the Los Angeles Community College District in
California, the largest community college system in the United States. There, he planned, organized, directed, coordinated,
and evaluated the activities of the Business Services Branch. His activities included preparation of specifications, bid
conditions, and contract awards; negotiating for procurement and real estate leases; planning, constructing, and inspecting
facilities; and internal auditing and risk management.

He was also the Senior Administrative Officer for the city of Redondo Beach, California, where he worked on economic
development and urban planning, and he was responsible Human Resources, Labor Relations, and Finance.

A Chicago native, Eugene Cornelius has a master’s degree in Human Service Administration from Spertus College in
Chicago, lllinois and a bachelor’'s degree in Business Administration from Lewis University in Romeoville, lllinois. He also
received three professional designations: one in Economic Development from South Florida University, one in Urban
Planning and Development from the University of California, Irvine and one in Congressional Affairs from Georgetown
University, Washington DC.



